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Charity bingo has a long history in the UK, from local hall fundraisers to online bingo events that raise

money for good causes. But how does charity bingo actually work, and how much of your money really

goes to charity? Here we take a closer look at the truth behind charity bingo in all its forms.

What Is Charity Bingo?

Charity bingo comes in two main forms. The first is the traditional charity bingo night — an event held in a

community hall, church, social club, or school where the proceeds go to a specific charity or cause. These

events are a well-established part of British fundraising culture and have been raising money for good

causes for decades.

The second form is online bingo promotions where a commercial bingo site partners with a charity,

donating a portion of proceeds from specific games or events. This has become more common as online

bingo has grown, and it can be a legitimate way for operators to support charities while offering their

players a feel-good reason to play.

How Do Charity Bingo Nights Work?

Charity bingo nights in the UK are regulated differently from commercial gambling. Under the Gambling Act

2005, organisations can run bingo for charitable purposes without a full gambling licence, provided they

meet certain conditions:

The bingo must be run for charitable, sporting, or other non-commercial purposes

The total prizes offered must not exceed the legal limits set out in the Act

The event must be promoted by the organisation itself, not by a third party

A local authority registration or permit may be required depending on the scale of the event

These rules are designed to make it relatively easy for genuine charities and community groups to run

bingo as a fundraiser without getting tangled up in the same regulatory framework that applies to

commercial operators. The key requirement is that the proceeds, minus reasonable running costs, go to

the stated charitable purpose.
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Some online bingo sites run charity-themed promotions or dedicated charity rooms. These are commercial

operations — the site is fully licensed by the UK Gambling Commission and operates for profit, but a

portion of proceeds from specific games or events is donated to a chosen charity.

It is important to understand the distinction here. When you play in a charity room on a commercial bingo

site, you are gambling on a licensed platform in exactly the same way as you would in any other room. The

charity element is the donation the site makes from its share of the revenue, not from your stake directly.

The games themselves work identically to regular bingo — same rules, same random number generators,

same odds.

Some operators have developed strong partnerships with charities and make genuine, meaningful

contributions. Others might use the charity angle more as a marketing tool, where the actual donation is

relatively small compared to the revenue generated. This is where a bit of healthy scepticism is useful.

How Much Actually Goes to Charity?

For traditional charity bingo nights, the regulations require that proceeds go to the stated charitable

purpose after deducting reasonable costs. These costs might include hall hire, equipment, printing, and

prizes. For a well-run charity bingo night, a significant proportion of the money raised should make it

through to the charity.

For online charity promotions, transparency varies widely. Some sites clearly state exactly how much will

be donated and to which charity, sometimes even publishing running totals of how much they've raised.

Others are less forthcoming, using vague language like "a portion of proceeds" without specifying what that

portion actually is.

If you want to make sure your money is genuinely supporting a good cause, look for:

Clear statements about the donation amount or percentage

Named charities with verifiable registration numbers

Published totals of money raised

Endorsement from the charity itself on its own website or social media

The Difference Between Charity Bingo and Commercial Bingo

It is worth being clear about what charity bingo is and isn't. A genuine charity bingo night is a non-

commercial event where fundraising is the primary purpose. Commercial bingo — whether online or in a

licensed bingo hall — is a for-profit business, even when it runs charity promotions.

Neither is inherently better or worse than the other. Commercial bingo sites that support charities are doing

a positive thing, and charity bingo nights offer a fun, community-focused way to raise money. The
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important thing is to know the difference so you can make informed choices about where and how you

play.

Things to Consider

Transparency — a reputable charity bingo event or promotion will be clear about where the money is

going and how much will be donated.

Licensing — any online bingo involving real money must be operated by a UKGC-licensed site,

regardless of any charity element. Check the UK Gambling Commission register if you're unsure.

Responsible gambling — the same responsible gambling rules apply to charity bingo as to any other

form of gambling. Playing for charity doesn't change the fact that you can lose money. Set limits and

play within your means.

Local events — if you prefer to know exactly where your money is going, local charity bingo nights are

often the most transparent option. Plus, they're a great way to support your local community.

Playing Responsibly

Whether you're dabbing cards at a charity night in the local hall or playing in a charity room on an online

bingo site, responsible gambling matters. Never spend more than you can afford, and don't let the charity

element tempt you into playing beyond your budget. If you ever feel that gambling is becoming a problem,

GambleAware offers free, confidential advice and support.

Responsible Gambling: Gambling should be fun and never seen as a way to make money. Only gamble with money you

can afford to lose. If you feel you may have a problem, visit gambleaware.org or call the National Gambling Helpline on

0808 8020 133. All sites featured on Top Online Bingo Sites are licensed by the UK Gambling Commission. You must be

18+ to gamble.

For more guides and the latest bingo site reviews, visit

www.toponlinebingosites.com/guides/
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